Insulin dependent diabetes mellitus: an etiologic model.
The etiology of Insulin Dependent Diabetes Mellitus (IDDM) is reviewed and discussed using Rothman's deterministic model for causal inference. Intercontinental comparisons, familial aggregation, seasonal variation, maternal age, breast-feeding and infectious agents are reviewed within the context of IDDM causation. Genetic, viral and other environmental factors play a major role in this etiologic model.